
UNIV 200: Writing & Rhetoric Workshop (057) 
Fall 2011 

 
Instructor:  Lee Bloxom       
Classroom: Oliver Hall/Education 2125    Day/Time: MWF 9 – 9:50 am 
 
Overview of the Course 
UNIV 200 focuses on researched writing.  In this course, students are asked to undertake a researched 
writing project involving several different writing assignments that result in a well-documented academic 
essay. In that final essay, the writer’s own voice and authority are informed and enriched by the ideas, 
examples, and methods of others. A strong researched essay becomes a conversation among writer, 
reader, and sources. From the careful and thorough researching and writing required in UNIV 200, 
students will develop analytical, interpretive, and critical thinking skills necessary for, and transferable to, 
all disciplines in the academic community and beyond.  Students will also learn the importance of the 
principles underlying, as well as the proper practice of, academic documentation. 
 
After exposure to, and participation in, stages of this course, students will be expected to 
 recognize that writing is thinking, not just the product of thought; 
 increase and retain curiosity and initiative in searching for and developing knowledge and 

understanding; 
 develop an awareness and control of argumentative and analytical writing processes; 
 develop an academic argument appropriate to the needs of a particular audience; 
 recognize the main claims and lines of argument in scholarly writing; 
 summarize and appropriately represent complex arguments, with proper use of direct quotation and 

paraphrasing; 
 demonstrate library and electronic research and source documentation skills; 
 learn to situate a research question in a particular discipline and find appropriate scholarly sources 

from that discipline; 
 participate in formal and informal workshop and peer critique.  
 
 Core Textbooks and Materials  
• A Writer’s Reference, Diana Hacker, 6th edition. 
• The Craft of Research, Wayne C. Booth et al, 3rd edition.  
Students also will need a VCU email account & access to Blackboard.  
 
Required Components: 
UNIV 200 affords students the opportunity to explore in depth a subject of particular interest. In the early 
weeks of the course, students design a specific project suited to their interests. The final essay marks the 
culmination of the student’s exploration. In it, the student presents a clear main claim—that is, takes a 
position or stand—and supports that stand appropriately. Final essays are evaluated on the strength of the 
ideas and critical analysis of source work, thoroughness and presentation of research, demonstrated 
understanding of course material, and overall effectiveness in arguing and supporting a focused main 
claim.  The following course assignments are designed to help students succeed in this process: 
 

• Discovery work: In-class exploratory writing sessions to help you discover an appropriate topic. 
 

• The articulation of a formal research question. 
 



• Source Analyses:  Students must prepare thorough analyses of a minimum of 10 potential sources 
for their papers. These analyses must include a minimum of five scholarly sources.  Students may 
opt to include a maximum of three primary sources.  The reminder of the sources may be 
substantive sources. Each source analysis should include a citation for the source and an accurate 
summary of the source and its argument. Students should also explain how the source affects their 
thinking about their research question.  

 
• Review of Research essay: a minimum of 2000 words (approximately seven typed pages) 

incorporating and synthesizing material from a minimum of eight sources. In addition the review 
should include a Works Cited page. The emphasis here is on organizing source material into 
cogent conversations about the research question. 

 
• Preliminary draft: A draft of the whole project, incorporating discovery work and investigative 

drafts and including an identification of the claim and subclaims. 
 
• Final Researched Essay:  A minimum of 4500 words (approximately 13 pages). In addition, you 

must include a works cited page (minimum eight sources) and a writer’s memo. The process work 
leading up to this draft will guide you through the research and writing, and the final essay will be 
a combination and crafting of the process work.   
 
Note: Only final papers developed as a result of the UNIV 200 course process will be considered 
for a final grade. You must present developing drafts to your course instructor prior to the 
submission of your final paper. A failing final paper results in a failing grade in the class. 

 
Note: Written assignments should conform to the following specifications.  

• Times New Roman, 12 point 
• Standard Word default margins 
• Justification: left margin only 
• Line spacing: double-spaced. 
• Print: dark, and on one side of the page 
• Graphics: in an appendix only 
• Documentation: MLA or APA. 

 
Final Grade Components 
* Class Participation, including process papers & peer responses: 15% 
Review of Research essay: 15% 
Source Analyses: 20% 
Final Researched Paper: 50%  

Students who do not achieve a passing grade on the final paper may not pass the course.  
* A significant portion of your participation grade is dedicated to exemplary participation in class 
workshops and discussions, daily preparation for class, and attendance. 
 
Attendance Policy 
Students must come to every class prepared and on time. An instructor has the right to lower a student's 
final course grade as the sole result of his or her repeated absences and tardiness. By departmental policy, 
students who miss more than nine classes in a course that meets three times a week, or more than six 
classes in a course that meets twice a week, cannot pass the course. 



 
UNIV 200 is conducted as a workshop, with in-class writing exercises, writing assignments, and group 
activities. Being absent from class does not relieve students of responsibility for completing all course 
work. Note, however, that the workshop nature of this course means that much missed class work cannot 
be made up.   
 
Late Work Policy 
All preparatory papers, process drafts, research tasks, and bibliographical tasks are due in class as 
assigned.  These assignments are designed to make writing the final researched essay a simpler task and to 
help students pace their progress throughout the semester. In order to return work in a timely manner, I 
must receive it in a timely manner. Therefore, late work will be accepted only by prior arrangement and 
only the week it’s due.   
 
The final portfolio – with your researched essay, works cited page, and writer’s memo – is due on 
December 9.  It will not be accepted late. 
 
 
Trajectory of the Course 
 
Week 1  
Aug 26: Introduction to course & in-class writing assignment.  
 
Weeks 2 - 3: Aug 29 – Sept 9 
Inquiry & Discovery: questioning, describing, discussing and writing about a topic. 
Research concepts: Value of a research project, finding & narrowing a topic, developing a research 
question. 
  

Note: Add/Drop deadline August 31, 2011. 
 
Due Sept 7: Library Narrative Paper.  
Due Sept 12: Research Question.   
Booth, pages 31 - 65; other readings & activities as assigned. 
 
Weeks 4 – 7:  Sept 12 – Oct 7 

Research concepts: Finding/Using sources  
Review “scholarly” research.  Overview of library research – database searching, etc.  How to read 
academic sources.  Make the distinction between primary, secondary, tertiary sources. Discussion of 
searching for sources and textual evaluation. 
 
Sept 14: Library Instruction Session (meet in Cabell Library Instruction Room 319).  
 
Due Sept 26: Source Analyses (#1-2) 
Due Oct 10: Source Analyses (#3-5) 
Due Oct 17: Source Analyses (#6-8) 
Booth, pages 68 – 100, other readings & activities as assigned. 
 
 
 
 



Note re: Source Analyses assignment:  
Students must complete a formal source analysis of ten sources. A minimum of five must be 

scholarly sources.  Students may opt to include a maximum of three primary sources.  The remainder of 
the sources must be substantive. 

 Each source analysis should include a citation for the source and an accurate summary of the 
source and its argument. Students should also explain how the source affects their thinking about their 
research question. (see sample assignment)  

Because of the nature of the research & writing process, the final two source analyses will be due 
on October 28, along with the other eight source analyses revised, handed in to me as a single document 
for final grading.    
 
Weeks 8 – 10:  Oct 10 – Oct 28 
Writing concepts: Developing a claim from research, Assembling reasons and evidence.  
 Diving into research conversations, synthesizing research, assessing research process. Understanding the 
difference between reason and evidence.  Complicating the research conversation – how to use research 
well in building your argument. 
 
Mandatory Individual Conferences (research phase): Wed, Oct 12; Fri, Oct 14; Mon, Oct 17.  No class 
meetings.  Sign up for an appointment during class in week 7.  
 

No Class Meeting on Friday, Oct 21 (campus reading day). 
 
Due Oct 28: Review of Research Essay. 
Due Nov 2: Final draft of Source Analyses (10 sources total, #1-8 revised & #9-10)  
Booth, pages 105 - 151; other readings & activities as assigned.  
 
 
Weeks 11 - 15:  Oct 31 – Dec 2        
Writing concepts: Planning, drafting and revising a researched academic essay.  
Rough Draft Workshops.  Process writing about workshop experience. 
 
Note: For 2011 Fall Semester, Nov 4 is the last day to withdraw from a course with a mark of "W." 
 
Due Nov 7: Rough Draft 
Peer Responses as assigned. 
Other readings & activities as assigned. 
 
Mandatory Individual Conferences (writing phase): Fri, Nov 11; Mon, Nov 14, Wed, Nov 16.  No class 
meetings.  Sign up for an appointment during class in week 11. 
 

No Class Meeting on Friday, Nov 25 (Thanksgiving holiday). 
 
 
Week 16: Dec 5 – 9 
Writing concepts: Revising your argument; Style and clarity. 
Final Workshops & Concerns  
 
Due Dec 9: Final researched essay with reflective writer’s memo.   
 


