
Communication Studies 251 – Spring 2013 
Principles of Page & Digital Design (hybrid) 

 
Instructor: Dr. Patricia Lee Bloxom  Office Hours:  T/TH  11 am – 1 pm   
Office:  314  CSTAC      or by appointment  
Phone:  434-395-4937    E-mail:  bloxompl@longwood.edu 
 
Course Description:   
A study of basic principles of page and digital graphic design, specifically as they apply to print and web-
based publication.  Students in the course will analyze the use of typography, visuals, space, and color in 
order to create continuity, variety, and brand identification in publications.  Students will learn the 
software applications InDesign, Dreamweaver, and Photoshop and gain an understanding of the 
importance of collaboration in the design process.  Prerequisite: COMM101 with a grade of “C –” or 
better.   Three credits.  
 
Course Objectives:  
As a result of completing this course, students will be able to: 

 Describe and execute basic layout and design techniques used in print and web publication; 

 Demonstrate a publication’s design process from inception to post-production; 

 Identify and apply basic color theory and use of visual imagery; 

 Recognize and utilize basic typographical theory and design; 

 Attain a basic mastery of InDesign, Photoshop, and Dreamweaver software applications; 

 Develop professional portfolio pieces showcasing page design for newspapers and magazines;  

 Create an individual online website/portfolio showcasing professional work.  

 
Course Materials: 
Golombisky, Kim & Rebecca Hagen.  White Space Is Not Your Enemy: a beginner’s guide to  

communicating visually through graphic, web & multimedia design. Elsevier, 2010.   
Harrower, Tim & Julie M. Elman.  The Newspaper Designer’s Handbook.  7th Ed.  McGrawHill, 2013.  
Spiral-bound graph-paper notebook (design journal).  
Additional readings & multimedia materials as assigned.   
 
To help you meet the course objective of gaining a working mastery of InDesign, Photoshop, and 
Dreamweaver, you will also be required to purchase a Lynda.com classroom membership for 
approximately $35. This will give you access to five training modules and exercises for the duration of 
the semester.   Details for logging into the COMM251-Bloxom Lynda.com classroom account will be 
given early in the semester and you will be given target dates for completing the individual modules.  
 



Course Assignments & Points: 
• Nine Reflection Journal Entries = varies 25/30/35 pts each =     250 
• Four Design Journal Entries (non-thumbnail) = 25 pts each =     100 
• Lynda.com Training Modules (4) = 50 pts each =       200 
• Works-Every-Time Poster Layout =         100 
• Newspaper Front-Page Assignment =        200 
• Magazine Four-Page Spread Assignment =        200 
• Website Design Project Phase #1 =         100 
• Website Design Project  (portfolio) =        250 
• Chapter Quizzes & other small assignments =       100 

1500 
Grading Scale: 
1410 – 1500 = A  1155 – 1199 = C + 
1350 – 1409 = A –  1110 – 1154 = C   900  – 959 = D –  
1305 – 1349 = B +  1050 – 1109 = C –     899  –   0  = F 
1260 – 1304 = B   1005 – 1049 = D +  
1200 – 1259 = B –     960 – 1004 = D  
 
Grading Policy:  
All grades will be posted on Blackboard, so that your current average in the course will be available to 
you under “My Grades.”   I will attempt to grade all assignments within a week of its due date.  
 
In the publications field, deadlines are sacrosanct.  Therefore, I will not accept late work in this course.  
When a design assignment is due, it is due – just as it would be if you worked for a publication.  
 
Lynda.com will provide you with a Certificate of Completion when you have completed a complete 
module.  If only selected portions of a training module are required, I will ask for a set of screenshots as 
proof of completion. To help with pacing, and to ensure that you have the technical skills to complete 
design assignments, there are target due dates to complete each of the five modules.  While proof of 
completion will be accepted through the last week of classes, it is in your best interest to complete each 
training module by the target due date.  
 
For all assigned readings, you will be required to complete a chapter quiz (CQ) posted on Blackboard.  
All quizzes must be completed individually and will be timed.  You may use your book and notes to 
complete the quizzes.  Assigned chapters and CQ due dates & times are posted in the Course Schedule.  
 
Specific guidelines outlining student expectations and grading rubrics for all other coursework and design 
assignments will be posted separately on the Blackboard course site.   Design assignments will be turned 
in electronically, and students should be prepared to be present those assignments in the assigned class 
meeting.  
 
The design journal is the only assignment handed in physically during face-to-face class sessions.  If you 
are absent the day the journal is due, place your journal in my box on the 3rd floor of CSTAC as soon as 
you are able to insure timely grading of your assignments.  
 
I will accept work turned in before the deadline.   



Course Expectations: 
 
ATTENDANCE 
This class is 55% on-line.  We will have 18 face-to-face class meetings during the semester and you are 
expected to attend these class meetings and to be on time.  Tentatively, face-to-face (F2F) meetings are 
scheduled for the following dates: Jan 16, 23, 28, 30, Feb 6, 13, 20, 25, 27, Mar 13, 18, 20, 25, 27, Apr 
10, 17, 24, 26.  Generally we will meet each Wednesday and occasionally on Monday or Friday during 
the regularly scheduled class time.  
 
During face-to-face meetings, we will discuss design principles and critique design work.  In order to 
master course material and to fulfill your commitment to others in the class, attendance in these few face-
to-face meetings is expected and attendance will be taken at the beginning of these class meetings.  
Therefore, in accordance with Longwood University’s policy, if you miss  

 10% - 24% of the semester’s classes (2-5 days of class), your course grade will be dropped one 
letter grade from the score you earn; 

 25% of the classes during the semester (6 or more), you will receive an “F” in the course, 
regardless of performance on assignments.  

 
Tardiness:  If you are late three times this semester, it will count as one absence.  (If you are late six 
times, it will count as two absences …) If you are late, you are responsible for ensuring that I have 
marked you present on the attendance sheet at the end of class that day.   
 
Please note: Longwood does NOT have a policy regarding “excused” absences.  Other than the 
circumstances outlined below … if you are absent, you are absent.  You can miss one F2F class meeting 
without penalty.  I do not accept doctor’s notes in order to “excuse” an absence.  If you have missed one 
class meeting, there’s no need to discuss it.  In the most extenuating circumstances (e.g. prolonged illness, 
death of a family member) we can discuss how absences will affect your grade.  Other than that – you 
have one absence you can take without penalty – use it wisely.  
 
University-related absences:  For any Longwood University related absence, you are responsible for 
presenting official written documentation for the absence in advance.  Students are responsible for 
arranging to submit any work due prior to a due date, if the absence falls on a due date.    
 
 
ONLINE EXPECTATIONS 
Online assignments will include Lynda.com training sessions and may also include asynchronous 
participation in discussion boards, viewing online training lectures, and reflection exercises posted in the 
Blackboard-embedded reflection journal.   
 
 
HONOR CODE & ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
You are expected to abide by Longwood University’s Honor Code, which strictly forbids lying, cheating, 
or stealing.  
 



According to the Longwood University website, “the Honor Code is one of Longwood’s proudest 
traditions.  Established by the student body in 1910, for 100 years the student-elected Honor Board has 
protected the basic honors of academic integrity. The Honor Creed is prominently displayed in the 
University Library, and each classroom contains a copy of the Academic Honor Pledge.”   
 
I will presume you honorable unless your actions prove you otherwise.  
 
Specifically: Any material used in class must be noted as to source and author.  Written work must be 
pledged.  Any violations will result in Honor Board Hearings.  I take very seriously our commitment to 
academic integrity.  My assumption is that you are familiar with the university guidelines and honor code.  
It is my responsibility as an instructor and scholar to report all cases of academic misconduct.  
 
CIVILITY 
You are expected to treat your classmates and your professor with respect. 
 
For face-to-face and written discussions and critiques to remain a productive part of the learning 
experience, students must feel free to speak up and to know that their opinions will be treated with 
courtesy and respect from all course participants.   We don’t need to agree, but we do need to treat each 
other with civility regardless of our disagreements.  
 
The point of the course is to learn how to design publication layouts and web products.  To do this, we 
will be analyzing and critiquing designs, including the products you and your classmates have produced.   
It will be important to remember that we are co-creating a learning environment in which every student is 
valued. Discriminatory remarks, hostility, or dismissiveness based on any criterion (e.g. race, political 
beliefs, religious beliefs, sexual orientation, ethnicity, or gender) will not be tolerated, because the 
purpose of such remarks is generally to shut down open discussion.  
 
Please be considerate of your class colleagues and turn all cell phones to silent and put them away before 
coming to class.  Complete all calls and text messages before class begins.  If you violate this policy, you 
will be asked to leave the classroom.  If this behavior continues (more than one occasion), I will mark you 
absent.  
 
 
COURSE READING & PREPARATION 
You are expected to come to the few face-to-face class meetings prepared and ready to fully participate.  
Because we will be learning together, your classmates and I will assume you have read / viewed and 
reflected on every assigned reading or viewing before you come to class.   
 
COMMUNICATION 
You are expected to check your Blackboard registered e-mail address regularly, and to communicate 
clearly and responsibly with me regarding any special needs or issues that may affect your course 
performance.  
 



We will rely heavily upon email and the Blackboard site http://blackboard.longwood.edu during this 
course.  Your assignments and grades will be posted on Blackboard, as well as additional readings and 
materials. I will use the Blackboard system to send emails and/or post announcements to the class.  
 
I can be reached during office hours or by email to discuss class discussion topics, assignments, or any 
other course or academic-related issues.   
 
Disability Statement: If you are a student with a physical or learning disability, it is your responsibility to 
contact me during the first week of class to discuss your specific needs.  You must also be registered with 
Disability Services for Students.  
 
 
Tentative General Course Schedule & Design Project Due Dates: 
 
Note: for full course schedule with reading assignments, see separate “Course Schedule” document 
 
DATE TOPIC 
 
Weeks 1 – 4   

 
Basics of Page Design 
“Works Every Time” layout project (due: Wed, Feb 6)  
  

Mon, Jan 21 MLK HOLIDAY – No Class Meeting 
  

Jan 22: Longwood University Add/Drop Deadline, 5 pm 
 

Weeks 5 – 7  Publication Design: Fundamentals in Page Design 
Newspaper Front Page project (due: Sun, Feb 22, 11:59pm) 
           

 SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS MEETINGS 
  

Mar 13: Longwood University Withdrawal Deadline, 5 pm 
 

Weeks 7 – 10 Publication Design: Page Design, Photos & Art 
Magazine Four-Page Spread design project (due: Sun, March 24, 11:59pm) 
 

Weeks 11 - 15 Web Design : Developing a Web Presence 
Website Design Project phase 1 (due: Wed, April 10) 

Weeks 13 – 15  Developing a Web Presence 
Website Design Project: portfolio (due: Wed, April 24, and Fri, April 26) 

 No Class Meetings during final exam period  
  

 


