
Millions in state funding 
that local school systems 
feared they would lose 
was preserved in the com-
promise state budget ad-
opted Thursday evening.

The revised two-year 
spending plan features 
roughly $75 million more 
for public education than 
the introduced budget.

It includes “hold harm-
less” funding to help 
school divisions potential-
ly hurt by declining local 
revenue and revisions to 
the local composite index, 
a complex formula that 
determines school fund-
ing based on measures 
of community wealth.

Gov. Bob McDonnell’s 
budget proposed using 
that money for other pri-
orities, a move that would 
have cost school systems 
in South Hampton Roads.

Enhanced education 
funding was among many 

revisions to the blended 
biennial budget negotiated 
by House of Delegates 
and Senate officials, who 
relied on revenue growth.

The package totaling 
more than $80 billion runs 
through June 30, 2012, 
and also provides money 
to improve state mental 
health services, spur road 
construction, promote 
economic development 
and pump money into 
state colleges.  Legisla-
tors unanimously adopted 
the spending plan, a rar-
ity in recent years when 
some members of both 
chambers have dissented.

House Minority Leader 
Ward Armstrong, D-Henry 
County, joined the major-
ity in supporting the bud-
get plan, noting that, while 
he’s opposed past budgets, 
the current plan does “right 
by schools, police, mental 
health and all the vari-
ous things in this budget.”

Del. Chris Jones, R-

Suffolk, said that even 
though legislators ended a 
day behind schedule, they 
produced a quality spend-
ing plan as evidenced by 
its unanimous passage.

Although lawmakers 
adjourned Sunday eve-
ning after agreeing on the 
budget, they will return 
to the Capitol later this 
year to redraw legisla-
tive district boundaries.

The adopted budget 
provides higher-edu-
cation funding, includ-
ing $13 million to boost 
undergraduate financial 
aid for in-state students.

Money is also provided 
to boost science, math and 
technology initiatives. And 
the budget has $11.5 mil-
lion to increase the number 
of full-time faculty mem-
bers at schools including 
Old Dominion University.

Some of those provi-
sions fall in line with 
McDonnell’s call for in
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It’s not quite a com-
pleted process, but Prince 
Edward is well on its 
way to approving a redis-
tricting plan some three 
weeks ahead of schedule.

The County’s three-
member advisory com-
mittee presented a rec-
ommendation Tuesday 
evening and the Board 
of Supervisors agreed to 
advertise a public hear-
ing on the proposal for 
their March 8 meeting.

There will be some 
changes-as there usu-
ally are with growth/
shifts in population data 
as detailed with a cen-

sus, but at a glimpse the 
eight electoral districts 
would appear roughly 
as they currently exist.

Advisory committee 
member Paul Hoffman 
detailed at the Tuesday 
evening presentation that 
the committee “basically 
adopted the same philoso-
phy that you instructed us 
to do” and outlined that 
they put a high emphasis 
on equalizing potential 
populations; put a lot of 
emphasis on contiguous 
boundaries (especially 
using boundaries that 
were readily identifiable, 
known to the commu-
nity); put a strong focus 
on not having any retro-

gression of the minor-
ity popularity, especially 
those districts that have 
historically had minority 
majorities; had a goal of 
keeping polling places in 
their districts, and a goal 
of not redistricting super-
visors out of their districts.

“We had some chal-
lenges,” Hoffman told 
the board. “The first and 
foremost challenge was 
what we...call the Long-
wood problem where the 
Census Bureau put virtu-
ally all of the Longwood 
student population in two 
census blocks - approxi-
mately 201 High Street 
- which meant that they 
weren’t really distributed 

over the geography of the 
Longwood campus as they 
actually live, but they were 
sorta artificially lumped 
into these two blocks. 
Also, the Longwood popu-
lation, at about 2,400, re-
ally skewed the population 
of the Farmville District, 
so we had a big adjustment 
to make there...in order to 
equalize the population.”

That, Hoffman also 
cited, had impacts on the 
Farmville Center District 
(801), which has been a 
historically minority ma-
jority or at least close to 
such district. Adding a 
large number of student 
population - approxi-
mately 1,400 - weights 

that district to approxi-
mately 66 percent white in 
terms of its demographics.

While Hoffman said 
“that would not have been 
our highest and best goal” 
he offered that they “feel, 
in terms of those people 
most likely to turn out to 
vote, that demographics 
of that particular district 
are probably a lot closer 
to balance than it appears 
numerically on paper.”

The recommended plan 
places one of the Long-
wood census blocks in the 
Farmville District and the 
other in the Center Dis-
trict. That, Hoffman de-
tailed, had “lots of cascade 
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Appalachian Power Co. Spending $82.7 Million on Local Projects

Va. woman, 
29, charged in 
beating death 
of boyfriend, 77

A 29-year-old woman 
faces a first-degree mur-
der charge in the beating 
death of her 77-year-
old boyfriend in his 
Bedford County home.

A Bedford County 
grand jury returned the 
indictment Tuesday.

Kristina Pongracz 
previously had been 
charged with aggravated 
malicious wounding af-
ter a deputy from the 
Bedford County Sher-
iff’s Office found Wil-
liam Herchenrider bleed-
ing profusely and on all 
fours May 4 at the large 
home Pongracz shared 
with him in Goodview.

Herchenrider survived 
but spent months in the 
hospital and an acute-care 
facility recovering. Then, 
on Aug. 25, just hours 
after his return home, 
Herchenrider died while 
in hospice care, said As-
sistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Stephanie Ayers.

In Bedford County 
Circuit Court last month, 
Ayers told the court that 
state medical examin-
ers released autopsy re-
sults in December that 
ruled that Herchenrider’s 
death was a homicide. 
Forensic evidence linked 
his death to complica-
tions that resulted from 
the beating, Ayers said.

She said then that 
prosecutors would seek 
a murder indictment.

Pongracz was arrested 
May 5. County sheriff’s 
Deputy Chris Brown testi-
fied in October that when 
he responded to the elder-
ly man’s home, he found 
Pongracz passed out in her 
underwear with “a large 
amount of blood smeared 
all over her body.” 

Authorities have alleged 
that Pongracz beat Herch-
enrider because he want-
ed to kick her out of his 
3,730-square-foot home.

Herchenrider once 
served as an execu-
tive for Delta Star 
Inc. in Lynchburg.

The case has attract-
ed national attention. 
The Nancy Grace show 
briefly considered high-
lighting it last week.

Pongracz’s attorney, 
Public Defender Webster 
Hogeland, has asked the 
court to allow the defense 
to hire its own forensic 
expert to review the au-
topsy findings. The state 
would pay for the expert 
because Pongracz has no 
funds, Hogeland said.

Circuit Court Judge 
James Updike will review 
related motions March 14.

Pongracz remains jailed.

By Duncan Adams

Electricity should begin 
to flow this week to the 
new Lake Forest substa-
tion in Botetourt County, 
the first of four projects 
in the Roanoke region 
that Appalachian Power 
Co. says are designed to 
bolster its ability to meet 
increased demand and 

to improve reliability.
Appalachian will spend 

$82.7 million by the time 
the projects are completed 
in 2014. The company 
then will file a transmis-
sion rider with the state to 
seek to have customers pay 
for the work, which likely 
will mean a 7 cent month-
ly increase for the typical 
residential customer. That 

filing will be in addition 
to the base rate filings the 
company is required by 
law to file every two years.

For now, more than 
700 people, both from 
the utility and hired con-
tractors, are working or 
will work on the projects 
designed with two pur-
poses in mind: carrying 
more electrical load, and 

building so-called “double 
contingency” reliability 
to meet updated national 
standards. That means if 
one high-voltage line goes 
down, a second will be 
available to carry its load.

“It’s just unbelievable 
all the people who touch 
a project like this,” said 
Shawn Smith, project 
manager for the Matt Funk 

and Hunting-
ton Court 
r e l i a b i l -
ity upgrades.

The work 
amounts to 
the most 
s u b s t a n t i a l 
physical im-
provements 
to the electri-
cal system in 
the Roanoke 
area in the 
past two de-
cades, said 
Paul Hanson, 
a senior engi-
neer in asset 
planning who 
went to work 
for the util-
ity in 1990.

“ T h e s e 
aren’t proj-
ects you 
design over-
night,” he 
said. Each has 
gone through 

a three-year process, in-
volving meetings with 
affected property owners 
and residents and obtain-
ing state approval. In two 
projects, substations were 
moved from originally 
proposed locations based 
on residents’ suggestions.

All are designed with 
the goal of keeping the 
lights on, the heat pumps 
humming and industries 
that employ thousands 
supplied with power in 
the face of cars hitting 
electrical poles, ice and 
wind storms, lightning 
and even that bushy-
tailed nemesis of reliabil-
ity, Sciurus carolinensis.

“Squirrels get on the 
power lines and where do 
they go? They follow the 
line back to the substa-
tion,” Hanson said. To foil 
them, baffles are installed 
on the lines outside the 
substation’s fence line.

The projects includ the 
newly completed Lake 
Forest substation, located 
off Laymantown Road 
north of Rainbow Forest 
Baptist Church in Bote-
tourt County. This project 
will ease the load on an 
existing substation near 
the Bonsack Walmart and 
improve electric service 
reliability for people who
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By Brian Kelly

By Rob Chapman

Major features of amendments 
to the budget:

PUBLIC EDUCATION
Provides — More than $100 million for public 
colleges and universities 
Provides — An additional $75 million for 
public education.
Reduces — Spending for public broadcasting 
by 10 percent (about $400,000)

TRANSPORTATION
Provides — Nearly $33 million from last 
year’s surplus toward transportation projects

COMMERCE and TRADE
Provides — Nearly $46 million to eliminate 
the accelerated sales tax

HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES
Restores — $64.5 million for reimbursements 
for Medicaid health care providers that would 
have taken effect in July.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Provides — $22.6 million for sheriffs and 
$12.4 million for local police departments

GENERAL GOVERNMENT
Authorizes — 21 vacant judge seats

Source: The Associated Press

County Recommends Redistricting Plan, Public Hearing Scheduled

State Legislators Adpot $80 Billion Budget
By Julian Walker

Kristina Pongracz
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Appalachian Power Reinforcement Projects
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