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Appalachian Power Co. Spending $82.7 Million on Local Projects

-The Appalachian Power Co.

Appalachian Power Company substation power line reinforcement project looks to add four new extensions to it’s existing grid

By Brian Kelley

Electricity should 
begin to flow this 

week to the new Lake 
Forest substation in 
Botetourt County, the 
first of four projects 
in the Roanoke region 
that Appalachian 
Power Co. says are 
designed to bolster its 
ability to meet in-

creased demand and to 
improve reliability.
Appalachian will 
spend $82.7 million 
by the time the proj-
ects are completed in 
2014. The company 
then will file a trans-
mission rider with the 
state to seek to have 
customers pay for the 
work, which likely 
will mean a 7 cent 

monthly increase for 
the typical residential 
customer. That filing 
will be in addition to 
the base rate filings 
the company is re-
quired by law to file 
every two years.
    For now, more than 
700 people, both from 
the utility and hired 
contractors, are work-
ing or will work on 

the projects designed 
with two purposes in 
mind: carrying more 
electrical load, and 
building so-called 
“double contingency” 
reliability to meet 
updated national stan-
dards. That means if 
one high-voltage line 
goes down, a second
Please See
page 1B: Appalachian Power 
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County 
Recommends 
Redistricting 
Plan, Public 
Hearing 
Scheduled
By Rob Chapman

It’s not quite a com-
pleted process, but 

Prince Edward is well 
on its way to approv-
ing a redistricting 
plan some three weeks 
ahead of schedule.
The County’s 
three-member adviso-
ry committee present-
ed a recommendation 
Tuesday evening and 
the Board of Supervi-
sors agreed to adver-
tise a public hearing 
on the proposal for 
their March 8 meeting.
There will be some 
changes-as there usu-
ally are with growth/
shifts in population 
data as detailed with 
a census, but at a 
glimpse the eight elec-
toral districts would 
appear roughly as they 
currently exist.
Advisory committee
Please See
page 3E: District Hearings

Va. Woman, 
29, Charged 
in Beating 
Death of 
Boyfriend, 77

-Virginia Police Department

Mugshot of Pongracz, accused 
of beating boyfriend, 77

A 29-year-old 
woman faces a 

first-degree murder 
charge in the beating 
death of her 77-year-
old boyfriend in 
his Bedford County 
home.
A Bedford County 
grand jury returned 
the indictment Tues-
day.
Kristina Pongracz 
previously had been 
charged with aggravat-
ed malicious wound-
ing after a deputy from 
the Bedford County 
Sheriff ’s Office found 
William Herchenrider 
bleeding profusely 
and on all fours May 
4 at the large home 
Pongracz shared with 
him in Goodview.
Herchenrider survived 
but spent months in 
the hospital and an 
acute-care facility 
recovering. Then, on 
Aug. 25, just hours 
after his return home, 
Herchenrider died 
while in hospice care, 
said Assistant Com-
monwealth’s Attorney 
Stephanie Ayers.
In Bedford County 
Circuit Court last 
month, Ayers told 
the court that state 
medical examiners 
released autopsy 
results in December 
that ruled that Her-
chenrider’s death was 
a homicide. Forensic 
evidence linked his 
death to complications 
that resulted from the 
beating, Ayers said.
She said then that 
prosecutors would 
seek a murder indict-
ment.
Pongracz was arrested 
Please See
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State Legislators Adopt $80 Billion Budget
Major features of amendments to the $80 
billion budget Virginia’s General Assembly 
passed Thursday and sent to Gov. Bob Mc-
Donnell to amend.

STATE EMPLOYEES
— Employees will be required to pay 5 percent 
toward their retirement, but that will be offset 
by a 5 percent pay raise.

PUBLIC EDUCATION
— Provides more than $100 million for public 
colleges and universities to help stabilize tui-
tion costs, increase student financial aid and 
increase the number of in-state undergraduate 
seats at high-demand schools like the Universi-
ty of Virginia and Virginia Tech.
— Provides an additional $75 million for pub-
lic education.
— Reduces spending for public broadcasting 
by 10 percent, or about $400,000.

-Associated Press

By Julian Walker
Millions in state 
funding that local 
school systems feared 
they would lose was 
preserved in the com-
promise state budget 
adopted Thursday 
evening.
The revised two-year 
spending plan features 
roughly $75 million 
more for public educa-
tion than the intro-
duced budget.
It includes “hold 
harmless” funding to 
help school divisions 
potentially hurt by de-
clining local revenue 
and revisions to the 
local composite index, 

a complex formula 
that determines school 
funding based on mea-
sures of community 
wealth.
Gov. Bob McDon-
nell’s budget proposed 
using that money 
for other priorities, a 
move that would have 
cost school systems 
in South Hampton 
Roads.
Enhanced education 
funding was among 
many revisions to 
the blended biennial 
budget negotiated by 
House of Delegates 
and Senate officials, 
who relied on revenue 
growth.
The package totaling 

more than $80 billion 
runs through June 
30, 2012, and also 
provides money to 
improve state mental 
health services, spur 
road construction, 
promote economic 
development and 
pump money into state 
colleges.  Legislators 
unanimously adopted 
the spending plan, a 
rarity in recent years 
when some members 
of both chambers have 
dissented.
House Minority Lead-
er Ward Armstrong, 
D-Henry County, 
Please See
page 4A: State Budget

Cell Phone Use Increases Brain Activity
Study results renew 
calls for more 
research into the 
potential dangers 
of cell phones
By Michelle Sinha
A new study has 
shown that cell phone 
use changes brain 

activity, once again 
raising the question 
of whether cell phone 
radiation can cause 
long-term brain dam-
age.
Recent research re-
vealed people holding 
a phone to their ear 
for 50-minute period 

saw an increase in 
brain glucose metab-
olism, according to a 
study in a recent issue 
of the Journal of the 
American Medical 
Association. Based on 
the study, conducted 
by the National Insti-
tutes of Health, it can-

not yet be determined 
whether there could 
be long-term damage, 
such as cancer, from 
cell phone use.
“The purpose of the 
study was to try to 
find out if the human 
brain is sensitive to 
the weak electromag-

netic phenoms that 
are emitted from cell 
phones,” said Dr. Nora 
Volkow of the Nation-
al Institutes of Health 
in a press telebriefing 
on Thursday.
Please See
page 1C: Cell Phones for a 
Smarter Tomorrow
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Farewell to a Local Legend: page 2D
The End of a Glorious Career

Franklin Facing Pothole Problems: page 1B
What the County is doing about it, and 
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