
Library Narrative Paper  
Bloxom, UNIV 200, Fall 2011 
 
Visit the James Branch Cabell Library on the Monroe Park campus.  
 
Write a paper describing your visit to the library.  Describe what resources you find on each 
floor.  What does the fourth floor hold?  The third?  The second?  The first?  How about the 
basement?  Use descriptive details and be creative – have fun with this assignment.  
 
Specifically walk down an aisle with current periodicals – look at one of possible interest to your 
research paper topic and note what you find in the table of contents. (An academic journal is a 
better choice for this assignment than a popular / mass media magazine.)  Include three article 
titles listed in the table of contents in your paper.  
 
Specifically look up a possible topic in the library catalog system and find a book on that topic 
that is available for checkout on the library shelves.  Go to that shelf in the library and write 
down the titles of the books you find on either side of the book you located in the catalog system. 
Include those titles in your paper.  Browse the book you located and write down an intriguing 
chapter title.  Include this in your paper.  
 
Go to the reference desk on the first floor and ask the reference librarian if there is an 
encyclopedia or other reference guide on your topic. Locate that resource and write down its title 
and the title of the reference guide next to it on the shelf.  
 
Leave the library and walk to the entrance at the far end of Hibbs Hall – that entrance will lead to 
the Campus Writing Center.  Visit the writing center and ask any writing consultant in the room 
(who isn’t already meeting with someone) the following questions: their name, where they are 
from, how long they have worked as a writing center consultant or how long their shift is the day 
you visit, and their favorite hot beverage. Include this information in your paper.   (Also find out 
how you would go about making a writing center appointment – this information does not have 
to be included in your paper.  Feel free to book an initial appointment … what the heck, as long 
as you’re there )  
 
The paper should be a minimum of 500 and a maximum of 750 words (approximately two to 
three pages), using the format specifications in your syllabus.  Send me your paper by email as 
an attachment (.doc, .rtf, .pdf) by 8:30 am Wed, Sept 7 and be prepared to share from your paper 
in class or on a Blackboard discussion group.  
 
 
 
Due: Wednesday, September 7, 2011.  


