
COMM 251 – Bloxom, spring 2013 

Magazine 4-page Spread Design Project 

You are the layout designer for a general-audience national magazine. You have a four page spread in 
which to place the story package you’ll find in the ‘Magazine Project Folder: Designing Disney’ located 
on Blackboard below the assignment..  

Within the folder is the copy for your page design and an images folder with photographs / graphics 
you are free to choose from as is or to modify.  You may also search on Flickr (creative commons 
license) or through Google Images (creative commons license) for additional photographs.  If you 
choose to use imagery that you’ve found through the creative commons, please document those 
sources in your design journal, clearly labeled near your thumbnail sketches.  

• Using the text and imagery, do three different and complete thumbnail sketches of 
possible page spreads in your design journal. Make your thumbnails to scale.   
 

• Choose a thumbnail (two page spreads) and execute a page dummy for each spread.  Use 
the page dummy blank form, available in the ‘Magazine Project Folder.’ 
 

• Using InDesign, execute your chosen 4-page spread design for your Magazine Design 
Project.  Page size is standard magazine: 8 ½ x 11 –folded from tabloid size (11 x 17). 
 

• Use your project to demonstrate best practices in design as instructed by our textbooks 
and through class discussion.  
 

• Export as a .pdf - name the file MagazineFirstinitialYOURLASTNAME.pdf.  
 

• Attach both the .indd file and the .pdf  to the assignment on Blackboard.  

  

DUE: Sunday, March 24, at 11:59 pm. 

Bring to class on Monday, March 25:  

• Your design journal with Module 3 assignments completed to hand in.   
• You may also hand in missing design assignments from Module 2 – not Module 1 – at this 

time.  

	  



Magazine Spread Set-up Instructions

1. Under InDesign preferences, reset Units & Increments to picas. 

2. Open a new document in InDesign with the following settings: 

3. Right-click on page 1 in the Pages workspace and reset the Numbering & Section Options to start 
on page 8 - that will give you two sets of facing pages for your layout.   

4.  You’re designing pages 8 - 11 in the magazine Connections.  This is the August / September 2013 
edition of the magazine.   Feel free to use the title / page numbers / publication information as master 
elements on the four pages (like we saw in the Lynda.com video in class). 



COMM	  251
magazine	  design	  	  project	  rubric

Missing (0) Poor / You can do better (18) Satisfactory / You can still do better (22) Excellent / Wow (25)

Design Plan: 
Thumbnails & 
Dummy

Where are your 
thumbnail sketches and 
page dummy? 

You have a thumbnail sketch, maybe two, but are missing 
the page dummies.  Or else you skipped the creation of 
thumbnails completely, and went straight to the page 
dummy first. 

You have three  thumbnail sketches (sort of proportional) 
and a page dummy (for both spreads) that lacks some details.  
To get a "wow" - do more detailed sketches and choose the 
best of the bunch to execute a useful and detailed page 
dummy.

Beautiful work - you have three thumbnail sketches and a 
well-executed page dummy.  You've definitely done the 
preliminary work that leads to excellence in design.

The Grid: 
Margins, 
Columns, 
Gutters

Where is evidence of a 
working grid (12-
columns)?

This is sloppy.  You have margins & a grid, but  the 
columns are unequal. The gutters are not uniform. 
Having a clean skeletal grid makes for a clean design.

You're working with a grid and have adequate margins and 
gutters.

YES - You are not only working effectively within a grid 
to do some interesting design work.

Stories / Copy
You haven't used the 
required story.

You have the "Designing Disney" story laid out with 
inconsistent font styles & sizes and your layout has 
awkward spacing.

You have the story, with bylines, either laid out with 
inconsistent font styles & sizes or your layout has awkward 
spacing.

You have the required story with a byline - the layout is 
pleasing and easy to read.

Photographs & 
Graphics

You lack photographs or a 
dominant photograph.

You have photographs and/or graphics, but there are 
problems with your cropping and with your layout.  You 
are also lacking captions. 

You have photographs and/or graphics, but there are 
problems with either your cropping or with your layout. You 
have used captions appropriately.

Excellent use of photographs and graphics.

Headlines & 
Decks

You're missing a headline 
for your story.

You have a headline for your story, but it's poorly written 
and there are problems with typography, sizing or 
placement.

You have a headline for all your story, but it is either poorly 
written OR there are problems with typography, sizing or 
placement.

A strong headline & subheads - both with font styles, 
placement and sizes AND well-written and engaging.

Required 
Elements

Where are the page 
numbers & name of the 
magazine?  

You have one of the required page elements, but not both.
You have the required elements, but your design isn't a 
"wow."

Solid design for the required page elements. 

Neatness & 
Attention to 
Detail

Sloppy & unprofessional.
There are some errors or issues with neatness and 
attention to detail

This is mostly neat and free of errors (but not entirely).
YES! - This is a wow in terms of neatness and attention to 
detail.

Creativity / 
Originality

Your design is functional, 
but won't inspire anyone 
to give it a second look. 

Your design is functional, but not overly creative.
You're clearly working toward an original and creative 
design. 

Wow - a wonderful job on this magazine spread.
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