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Think back through the few weeks we have been together.  What have you learned about the history 
of American radio?  What aspects of the course have you found most interesting and why?   Was it 
the phenomenal and unexpected success of Amos ‘n’ Andy?  Why did so many people believe that the 
Martians were invading when they heard the Mercury Theatre performance of War of the Worlds?  
How does one create the illusion of a plane crash or someone walking on broken glass?  How does 
radio drama differ from the film/television dramas we are more familiar with in 2012?  
 
Have your early service-learning experiences made you think differently about the history of radio as 
you are studying it?  How far is WRIR 97.3 LP-FM from the early ham operators?  Both the ones 
who mistakenly reported that everyone had been rescued from the Titanic and the ones responsible 
for promoting jazz to the general public?   
 
How did early radio programmers find their audiences?  For music?  For drama?  For sports?  What 
role did race play in early radio?  Was radio a force promoting social justice and equality, or the 
primary force for the commercialization of American culture?  Could it have been both?  
 
This reflection paper is short – only four-to-six pages – so choose an aspect of the first few weeks of 
the course for the focus of your first paper.  Do not try to cover everything we have covered in class 
or in your reading in this short paper – choose a question or issue that interests you.   Use specific 
details from course materials, discussion, and service-learning experiences to support your points.  
This is to be a university-level paper (think academic argument and not report).  The key here is quality 
reflection based on specific details from course experiences, emerging from your specific interests.     
 
Use standard written English & MLA formal format for your paper – 12 pts Times Roman font, 1” 
margins, MLA header & page numbers.  Include a works cited page.  Secondary sources beyond 
those read or listened to for the course are NOT required or necessary to complete this assignment, 
but if you find using them helpful, feel free to include them in your essay and cite accordingly.  
 
For content, I will be assessing your paper for accuracy, for arguable and supported claims, and for 
your use of specific details from the course.   For writing, I will assess for clarity of thought, quality 
of reflection, appropriate length, organization and proper use of standard written English.  I will also 
assess for details: adherence to MLA style & formatting, inclusion of a works cited page, and 
meeting course deadlines for handing in the paper.  
 
Bring a hard copy of your paper to class on Thursday, Feb 16.  By midnight on Feb 16, email a copy 
of the paper as a .doc or .docx attachment using Blackboard’s email function and the subject line: 
RIpaper1_yourlastname.  
 
 
Due: Thursday, February 16 at the beginning of class and by email as described.     
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Name:  
 

Paper Title:  
 
DETAILS (20 pts)      _____________ 
☐    MLA format for paper (standard font, margins, etc) 
☐    MLA header & page numbers 
☐    Works Cited page 
☐    Printed copy by deadline 
☐    Emailed copy by deadline 
 
 
CONTENT (30 pts)       _____________ 
☐    Accuracy of Content  
☐    Claims / Argument (moving beyond a report) 
☐    Includes specific details from course or service-learning experiences 
 
 
WRITING (50 pts)       _____________ 
☐    Length (4-6 pgs)  
☐  Clarity of thought (overall quality) 
☐    Quality of Reflection 
☐  Organization  (paragraph level) 
☐  Sentence structure, grammar & spelling (sentence / word level) 
 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
Reflection Paper #1 grade:     _____________ 
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