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REVIEW OF THE RESEARCH ESSAY 

• Review of Research essay: a minimum of 2000 words (approximately seven typed pages) 
incorporating and synthesizing material from a minimum of eight sources. In addition the review 
should include a Works Cited page. The emphasis here is on organizing source material into cogent 
conversations about the research question. 

This is a 7 (full) page paper in Times New Roman, 12-point font, double-spaced.  Include your name and the date in 
the upper left hand corner of the first page and title it Review of the Research Essay.  

This paper should be written as a letter to me. Casual writing is fine, but do make sure your writing is correct and 
clear.   

The first 1 to 1.5 pages should be process writing.  Tell me about your experiences with developing your topic, what 
you have learned while trying to locate good sources, including what was successful and what you wish you’d done 
differently.   

The next 5 pages should be a review of your sources. Talk about what each source says about your question, and 
what other sources say that agree with, contradict, or expand on that information. Identify key arguments or 
evidence that you will use in your paper (spend most of your time on this). Point out areas where you don't have 
enough information or where your sources may be flawed. Important: Your discussion should weave the sources 
together, NOT list them one-by-one. 

For the middle section of the paper: 

In order for you to develop your own thoughts and draw sound conclusions about your research question, you will 
need to know, and thoroughly understand, how experts address the question. A strong research essay is more than 
what the writer thinks augmented and/or supported by some strong quoted material.   Good research essays make 
claims based on the writer's critical analysis of expert thinking and data. 

The focus of this process paper is to get you to have a real sense of your sources and to allow those sources to appear 
in your paper frequently and accurately.   This paper should help you have a clear understanding of the 
"conversations" that your sources engage in so that you can begin to understand your place in it.   Essentially, this is a 
three-step process: 1) Compile, 2) Organize, 3) Synthesize.   To complete this project successfully, you will need to 
work through these steps.   You cannot successfully synthesize sources before you understand each individual source 
and then organize them into appropriate conversations. 

Your review of research paper must not be merely a list of expanded source analysis entries for each source.   Such a 
conversation would sound like this:   I looked at this source and it said…, then I looked at this source and it said…. 
Such a listing would get a poor mark. This is a demanding and challenging assignment, but quite rewarding. 

Compile:   The compilation part of this process begins with Source Analysis.   You should have eight done before 
starting to write your Review of Research paper. 

Organize:  After you have completed the source analyses portion of the assignment, take a look at what you have.   
What kinds of categories does this information fall into?   When you have compiled a number of these summaries, 
you should begin to detect a pattern in the conversation. Which of these sources are discussing similar things in similar 
or dissimilar ways?   Group like-minded conversations together – almost like you’re arranging the seating at a dinner 
party.   Your review of lit paper may contain different categories of information. Identifying and understanding the 
categories is a very good way to get control of your material.   Choose the six to eight most valuable sources as 
material for your paper.   This is a good time to start deciding what material isn't very helpful and what else you may 
need.  You’ll need two additional sources for the final source analyses assignment due Oct. 28.   Organizing and 



categorizing your information will help you determine what questions you’re asking and what you’re looking for in the 
final two (or more) sources.  

Synthesize: Once you have organized your sources into categories of information, you should read over your 
summaries and determine where you might blend these arguments together.   The most successful review of lit paper 
will find ways to link and cross reference sources within paragraphs.   For example, if you have three sources 
discussing gender differences, enter those sources in a single conversation.   Your discussion might look something 
like this:   While both Cole and Solomon point out….., Jeffries argues that….   In this way, your paper presents an interesting 
web of information that is more interesting and thoughtful than a simple cataloguing of sources.   

So that’s the middle 5 pages of your paper.  It can be longer, but should be no shorter than 5 pages.  

In the last 1 to 1.5 pages, try to identify your claim. If you're uncertain, write about that. And discuss what you need 
to do next before you are ready to write your final paper: what additional resources do you need, where will you find 
them, what challenges do you face, etc. 

Finally, your Review of Research paper must include a Works Cited page.  

 

Due: Friday, Oct 28 (no later than midnight Oct 28) 

Email as an Word attachment to Prof Bloxom using the Blackboard email function.  In the subject line, write ROR 
essay.  Or bring a printed copy of your essay to class on Monday, Oct 24, and hand it to her in person.  

 


