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 “Swing and a miss! STRUCK HIM OUT! The Philadelphia Phillies are the 2008 World 

Champions of baseball.”  Years later I can still hear these words said in the voice of the 

Philadelphia Phillies’ announcer, Harry Kalas, as he called the final play of game five of the 

Phillies versus the Tampa Bay Rays World Series on October 29, 2008. Growing up I was 

exposed to baseball nine of twelve months of the year because my Dad is a HUGE Phillies fan, 

so naturally the rest of the family is as well, that’s why I have baby pictures in Phillies onesies 

right? So because of my background in sports, mainly baseball, the sports broadcasting really 

drew my attention. 

 Prior to reading the section in Listening In by Susan J. Douglas, I hadn’t given much 

thought to sports broadcasting. I had constantly heard Phillies games in the car on both FM and 

AM radio stations and always been in awe of my brother and dad for following the games so 

well. To me it just seemed like a foreign language at least until I actually put some effort into 

listening! It is actually more of an art. Because this topic had come up in class, I began to discuss 

sports broadcasting with my dad. We talked about how broadcasting for different sports is 

unique as well as the different announcers themselves. 
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 In class we discussed Red Barber and Harry Caray beyond what had been said in the 

book about them. These two announcers alone had their own distinct voice in baseball and are 

extremely memorable for specific teams in baseball, i.e. Caray for the Cubs and Barber for the 

Dodgers, even though they were each announcers for numerous different teams. There are many 

announcers who have made an immense impact on the way that baseball is today. Initially 

broadcasting baseball games over the radio was unwanted by many teams in fear that it would 

lead to a decrease in the attendance of fans to games even though there were numerous fans that 

would bring a portable radio to the games to watch and listen. Of course broadcasting the games 

was incredibly welcomed by fans that could not travel around the country to see their team play 

every single game. By broadcasting games, fans were able to follow their favorite team whether 

they were home or hundreds of miles away. Who wouldn’t want this? Baseball is played from 

April to October for 162 regular season games, but there are also both pre and post season games 

so that is a lot of baseball for fans to follow. So by broadcasting the games, fans would be able to 

really keep up with their favorite teams year round.   

Baseball is said to be the ideal radio sport. It is much slower paced than that of football or 

hockey, which makes it much easier for a fan to follow and an announcer to announce. It is also 

the easiest sport for an announcer to throw their personality and own calls into. For instance 

there have been numerous ways to call a homerun: 

 “It could be, it might be… It is, A home run!” Harry Caray 

 “This ball is… Outta here!” Harry Kalas 

 “It’s going, going… gone!” Harry Hartman 

 “Kiss it goodbye!” Bob Prince 
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These are just a few of the many, many homerun calls made over the years. As you can see there 

is a lot of different ways to call it whereas in other sports there is not nearly enough time to 

emphasis a goal or basket etc.  

 Sports are their own language. Broadcasters in the beginning had to create a way to talk 

about their sports in a way that the fans and listeners will know what is going on. For example an 

0-2 pitch in baseball means there is currently 0 balls and 2 strikes against the batter. To someone 

who does not follow baseball, they wouldn’t understand this, but because true fans follow it and 

listen to it, it’s another language that is known to all. 

 As I discussed sports announcers with my dad, we talked about the announcers and how 

they all sound. Normally I only listen to baseball but if there is a big game for another sport, I 

may find myself listening to an Eagle’s football broadcast or a Flyer’s hockey broadcast. To me, 

they all sound the same, but I guess that’s because I am not as experienced in the art of listening 

to sports. My dad told me how because of how baseball is, each announcer has their own voice. 

Yes, they have the same air to them, but the way they announce is way different and distinct to 

each announcer whereas in basketball or hockey, because the game is so fast paced, there is little 

room for emotion to be put into the broadcast. This in turn leads to all those announcers sounding 

the same. After I thought about this, I guess it does make sense. I remember listening to Harry 

Kalas’s son announce a few days after his death and as I remember, it was different.  

 In baseball, the announcer becomes part of the team. The rest of the 2009 season after his 

death, everyone associated with the Phillies wore an HK on their jerseys in honor of Harry Kalas, 

much like the Angels did after the tragic death of their teammate, Nick Adenhart. The 

announcers voices become the voice of the team they announce for. Fans invite them into their 
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home or car every time there is a game, so they become tied to that team and familiar. Their calls 

become typical for that given team. There are even calls specific to teams. 

 Sports broadcasting is something that had to have been invented at one point. The way 

calls are made and the way announcers talk all had to have been done by someone first. That’s 

the thing that is so fascinating to me as we go through this course. It is hard to imagine a world 

without TV let alone a world without the radio. I couldn’t even fathom a world where the only 

music I had was the music I made (this wouldn’t be a good thing…). To imagine the impact of 

War of the Worlds and how the art of foley was worked into that is incredible. I give the sound 

people a ton of credit to come up with ways to create sounds in a studio using the most random 

objects. Who knew that radio and its history is so incredible and interesting! 
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