
11/11/11, (name deleted) 
Feedback for Rough Draft 

 
General Comments:  When I said this could be “rough” – you took me at my word.  You 
probably already know that this wouldn’t be a passing final paper if you handed it in today.   
Lots of work yet to go to get this finished.     
 
Bones 
Main Claim: “I have come to a conclusion that the MLDA should not be lowered.”   Expand this 
… not just that it shouldn’t be lowered, but why!   (also – edit out the “I have come to a 
conclusion that” part).   
 
Sub Claims:  When I mapped out a possible argument structure for this, I came up short in terms 
of information / length.  Here’s a structure that I thought might work: 
 MLDA at 21 effective 
  Fewer car crashes 
       How this has saved lives & property 
     Consumption of alcohol dropped 
  Why dropping consumption of alcohol is a good thing 
 Despite this evidence, the Amethyst Initiative – mostly college administrators! 
  Go to war argument 
  Get married & vote argument 
  European model re: drinking responsibly 
  How the European model isn’t true 
  Why the “go to war” & the “get married & vote” arguments don’t hold up 
 
Okay – that’s about 11 paragraphs.  Add in an introduction, main claim paragraph, background 
paragraphs + a conclusion paragraph and you’re up to 16 paragraphs or 8 pages if each paragraph 
is a half page.  I think you need something else to say, some other aspect of this to discuss re: the 
MLDA.   What about more on the physical / psychological / neurological costs of drinking?  
Also, why should we care about this?   
 
Research Conversation: Over-sourced … not enough reasoning in your argument.  Actually, it 
reads as if you took your notes from the S.A.s and threw them together.   
 
Muscles 
Paragraph Spot Check:  N/A  
Introduction: I think the paragraph you start this with would work better as a background 
paragraph or two just after the main claim paragraph.  This paper would be stronger (also longer) 
if you come up with something else for your introduction.  A scene or a quote from an interview 
with folks from The Well.  Something interesting that also bolsters the “why should we care 
about this” part of your argument.  

Signal Phrases: Once this is closer to a finished draft, it’ll be time to look at these again.   
 
Skin 
How’s the Style?  Your tone should become more formal as you move toward the final draft.  
 
Check the Documentation:  Looks pretty close.  
 


